Step 1: Review and sign your I-20
I-20 is a certificate issued by the college, addressed to the United States government, in which we attest that you have been accepted as a student who will pursue a full course of academic study. 
To make the I-20 official, you must: 
· Carefully read the I-20. Pay close attention to your rights and responsibilities as an F-1 student.
· Review your personal information for any errors.
· Print your I-20and sign it.
· Keep your signed I-20 secure and do not lose it. You will need it for your visa interview, at the United States border, and to check in at Westminster.
 
Step 2: Pay the I-901 SEVIS fee
Your next step is to make a $350 payment to the U.S. Department of State. This fee is required for all students issued an initial I-20 and must be paid no later than three business days prior to your interview. We recommend that you pay the I-901 SEVIS fee before filling out Form DS-160 (Step 3) to streamline the interview scheduling process. Be prepared to provide:
· your name, address, date of birth, and email address
· your country of birth and country of citizenship
· Westminster College’s School Code as listed on your I-20
· your SEVIS Identification Number as listed on your I-20
The I-901 SEVIS fee must be paid through this website: https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html
For more information, see: https://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901
After making the payment, save and print your I-901 receipt.
 
Step 3: Fill out a visa application
Next you should carefully complete Form DS-160: Application for Nonimmigrant Visa on this website: https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/  
Please note:
· This is a general application for all nonimmigrant visas. You also need to read the complete visa application directions issued by your local United States Embassy or Consulate, or contact them directly, to confirm what documentation they require and recommend for F-1 visa applicants in your country. To locate your nearest United States Embassy or Consulate, visit: https://www.usembassy.gov/
· You will need to upload a recent digital passport-style photo with your application. See this page for details on photo requirements: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/photos.html
· To conform with the latest U.S. immigration policy and procedures, be prepared to provide all social media usernames (preferably with URLs) that you have used in the past five years and to make these accounts publicly visible from the time you submit Form DS-160 until you have received your visa. Before your interview, you should also carefully review and correct any errors on your social media accounts. Officials will not only be looking for evidence of illegal, violent, or threatening behaviors and intent, but also verifying that information you have provided on social sites matches your DS-160 and interview responses. Even seemingly trivial discrepancies, such as the date of employment on a LinkedIn profile that doesn’t match an answer in the DS-160 form, could lead to a denial.
Be sure to save and print your DS-160 Confirmation page.
 
Step 4: Schedule a visa interview
Once you have your DS-160 confirmation, use your local United States Embassy or Consulate’s visa appointment portal to schedule an interview. You will need to pay a visa application fee to book an appointment. BE AWARE of recent, country-specific US policy that may affect the timeframe for your visa issuance and entry.
Print out your appointment confirmation. Send a copy to me (Mollie.Gossage@WCMO.edu).
 
Step 5: Attend your visa interview
Bring the following to your scheduled visa interview:
· current passport with more than six months’ remaining validity
· signed I-20
· I-901 receipt
· DS-160 confirmation page
· visa appointment confirmation
· Westminster College acceptance letter
· copies of your financial documentation (bank statement(s) and letter(s) of support)
· any additional documents as required or recommended by your local U.S. Consulate or Embassy 
Here is some general information and advice that may help you prepare for the interview: 
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/10-points-remember-when-applying-student-visa
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvFklX_pnec&t=5s
 
For additional guidance, you may consider working with EducationUSA, a network of nearly 500 advising and information centers supported by the U.S. Department of State and the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. See: https://educationusa.state.gov/

Step 6: Receive your visa

